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CBD 9

Al Mirgab - aka CB9 is one of the largest urban 
redevelopment areas of the central business 
district in Kuwait City. Designed by Saba George 
Shiber in the 1960s, it came as a direct critique to 
the previous  development of Fahad Al Salem 
Street 
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Fahad Al Salem Street
late 1960s
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In July 1960, Shiber appealed to the Municipal Council as they 
debated the fate of the CBD of Kuwait City, Shiber re stressed his 
critique of the haphazard development of the city so far stating

“Among the new streets and boulevards all types of new 
buildings were going up frantically in uncoordinated fashion, 
geared to realize a quick profit irrespective of the damage to the 
town fabric and. The convenience, safety and welfare of the 
citizen”
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Areal view of Kuwait  City 
with proposed locations of 

the CBDs - 1960
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Describing CBD 9 in his book The 
Kuwait Urbanization

The main feature of the design is a 
long bazaar “trunk” with shops 
facing each other across a 
sky-lighted pedestrian street 
seven meters wide.

Original CBD9 Plan - 1960
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One of Saba George Shiber’s 
critiques of the initial 
urbanization of Kuwait City is 
the lack of designated parking 
lots. In one of his articles, Shiber 
noted

“Hardly any realistic provisions 
for parking were made in the 
city where, perhaps, car 
ownership per capita was 
nearing the highest in the 
world.”

Parking lot in Kuwait City
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Informal parking areas in Fahad Al 
Salem Street late 1960s
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In his design for  the CBDs of Kuwait City, 
Shiber insured including parking areas 
within the development. By placing the 
buildings inwards or perpendicular to the 
main road, ample areas were left for 
parking spots and pedestrian activities
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Photograph of a model 
of the first design of  

CBD 9 - 1961
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Covered market in CBD9
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Souq Al Safat - 1984

In later years, the 
allocated parking spots 
by Shiber proved to not 
be enough do to the 
constant growth of car 
dependency and the lack 
of a proper public 
transport system in the 
city. Two additional 
structures were 
introduced to the area, 
Souq Al Safat and a stand 
alone multi story car park
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Aerial view of CBD 9 highlighting 
the two structures - 2021
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A unique feature in the CBD and parts of 
Kuwait City is having a plot of land 
subdivided into parcels that were auctioned 
off to different owners. Shiber noted the 
design challenges that this presented in his 
book The Kuwait Urbanization: 

The problem of unifying the architecture of 
one building mass consisting of several 
ownerships on which several architects are at 
work, posed a very realistic problem to us in 
attaining architectural unity and harmony.  
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An architectural committee in 
the Municipality was 
established to control the 
architecture of the new 
buildings, especially the 
adjoining plots. The control 
came in the form of 
co-operative meetings and 
collaborations between the 
hired architects and the 
architects in the municipality 
that sought to raise the 
aesthetic standards of 
architecture in the city. 

CBD 3 under construction 
1963
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Street view of CBD 1 
1967
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Recalling a meeting held regarding 
one of the 3-parcel units in CBD 3, 
Shiber stated:

“A quick sketch during one of the 
meetings was made for the three 
architects that was simple, original, 
modern and possessed the basic 
characteristics of Arabic 
architecture rendered in a 
simplified, contemporary idiom. 
The three architects agreed that the 
proposed sketch formed a sound 
basis for further development.” 

Multi parcel building in 
CBD 3
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In CBD 9 the multi parcel plot occurs in 
multiple instances, originally the built 
structures were designed to visually appear 
as one as they went through review and 
assessment by the architectural committee in 
the Municipality. Muhammed Kumaikh and 
Abdullah Jassim Shehab Buildings are an 
example of this multi owner plot.  
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Elevation
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Interior 1969
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In 2013 one of the 
buildings was demolished 
to make way for a new 
structure, however due to 
the lack of any form of 
architectural control in the 
current municipality, the 
newly erect building bore 
no resemblance to the 
adjoining original 
structure, albeit the 
height and the extension 
of the ground level arcade. 

original structure (right) 
vs. new structure (left)
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